Research note: the Lions Cancer Institute and the Western Australian Society of Plastic Surgeons skin cancer screening programme.
The Lions Cancer Institute, Perth, and the Western Australian Society of Plastic Surgeons have been investigating the feasibility of community based skin cancer screening. Members of the community responded to newspaper advertisements to attend free skin cancer screening events. This report presents preliminary results obtained from the methods development programme. Seventeen screening clinics were conducted in Perth (4) and country towns (14) in Western Australia between January 1991 and October 1993. The participants were interviewed and given promotional literature and their personal profiles were determined. A total body skin examination was performed by a specialist plastic surgeon and any suspicious lesions were recorded and, if necessary, recommendations for further treatment was documented. The number of individuals screened was 3397. Of these, 572 patients were referred to general practitioners for further medical attention of suspicious lesions, 79 patients were clinically diagnosed as having suspicious pigmented skin lesions (13.8% of total lesions and 2.3% of total sample screened). Of these, 53 individual patient pathology reports were obtained. Four invasive malignant melanomas and two in situ melanomas arising in Hutchinson's melanotic freckles were detected. Debates concerning the efficacy of screening for skin cancer have recently received great attention from many medical disciplines. However, as yet the effectiveness of population based skin cancer screening programmes have not been adequately evaluated with randomized controlled studies. The study reported here provides some findings that may be used to enhance future screening studies.